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PREFACE 

The purpose of this document, prepared by the Midwest Agricultural 
Chemical Association (MACA), is to provide the "fundamental principles" of 
package agricultural chemical storage and handling. These fundamental 
principles have been developed by MACA's Safety, Environmental and 
Distribution Committee and approved by MACA's Board of Directors after 
notice to the membership and the receipt and consideration of numerous 
comments from members and other interested parties. 

This document reflects the views of its originators only and should not 
be considered or relied upon as the sole basis or reference for 
evaluating safety in any particular facility. This document can be used 
as a beginning point with respect to safety precautions; but this 
document does not reflect all of the laws and regulations which federal, 
state and local authorities may impose on package agricultural chemical 
warehouses. Warehouse operators and others are advised to consult 
federal, state, local, and any other applicable laws and regulations, 
which supersede the guidelines contained in this document. 

MACA assumes no liability to any person or entity for any injury or 
damage, direct or consequential, which may be incurred from the use or 
application of any of the guidelines, whether singly or in combination, by 
any particular facility. Nor does MACA assume any responsibility for the 
unsuitability of any guideline as a result of inconsistency with or changes 
in the law or otherwise. 
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INSTRUCTION S 

Location is one of the most important factors in assessing the safety risk, 
posed by agricultural chemical warehouse. More specifically, the facility’s 
distance from water, lakes, rivers, protected/unprotected wells, groundwater, 
and places at which humans live, work, or frequent is of great importance. 

It is the agricultural chemical industry’s goal, whenever possible, to locate 
storage facilities a safe distance away from water, water bodies, and places 
where people live, work or frequent. If that is not possible, special 
precautions must be taken to provide for as much safety as possible to the 
area affected by the facility. With respect to new facilities, serious 
consideration should be given to constructing such facilities at rural locations 
which are more likely to be a safe distance from water, lakes, rivers, 
unprotected wells, groundwater, and places at which humans live, work or 
frequent. 

Self Evaluation of the Site Risk Potential 

The following questions are intended to evaluate storage facilities based on 
location: 

1. Are there more than 100 people living or working (excluding your own 
employees) within 1 mile of the storage facility? No ____ Yes ____ 

2. Are there institutions (such as hospital, schools, nursing homes, 
prisons, etc.) located within 1 mile of your facility that would be difficult 
to evacuate? Yes ____ No ____ 

3. Are there rivers, streams or lakes located less than 300 feet from the 
storage facility? Yes ____ No ____ 

4. Are there unprotected wells located less than 100 feet from the storage 
faciIity? Yes ____ No ____ 

5. Is the land under the storage facility susceptible to shallow ground- 
water? Is there a higher than average risk of groundwater contami- 
nation at this site due to soil type and/or water table? Simply stated, 
is there a greater than average risk that something from above may get 

No to the water below? Yes 
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