
Electrical Outlets 

Regulatory Citation OSHA  -  29 CFR 1910.305(b)(2)  -  Covers and canopies 

What It Is Standard addresses electrical safety requirements that are necessary 
for the practical safeguarding of employees in their workplace. 

Who It Applies To Employers with electrical outlets. 

Origination Date 1-16-1981
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Overview 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requires electrical installations and 
equipment to be free of recognized hazards that may cause death or serious harm to employees.  The 
equipment must be installed and used according to the manufacturer's recommendations.  It must be 
mechanically suitable and protected from damage. 

All pull boxes, junction boxes and fittings must be provided with covers approved for the purpose.  If 
metal covers are used, they must be grounded.  In completed installations, each outlet box must have 
a cover, faceplate or fixture canopy.  Covers of outlet boxes having holes through which flexible cord 
pendants pass must be provided with bushings designed for the purpose or must have smooth, well-
rounded surfaces on which the cords may bear. 

FAQ & Interpretations 

Follow these links: 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/standardinterpretations/standardnumber/1910/1910.305%20-%
20Index/result 

https://www.asmark.org/cal-slideshows/slideshow.cgi?SlideType=ElectricalOutlets
https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=9882
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/standardinterpretations/standardnumber/1910/1910.305%20-%20Index/result

